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Staying Safe Online

WEBSITE TRAFFIC LIGHT

STAYING SAFE ONLINE / STUDENT HANDOUT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

Directions
Color the correct light for each statement. 

Green = Good   Yellow = Caution   Red = Stop

Use Common Sense!
Bookmark sites that are “green” so you can remember your favorites.

1. This site is just  
right for me.

4. This site is not  
right for me.

2. I should get 
permission from  
an adult I trust.

5. I’d like to go  
there, but I should  
be cautious.

3. There are fun  
things for me to  
do and see.

6. The site has  
things for older  
kids or adults,  
but not for me.
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Follow The Digital Trail

ANIMAL TRACKS

FOLLOW THE DIGITAL TRAIL / STUDENT HANDOUT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

Directions
Follow the trails of Mizzle the Mouse and Electra the Elephant. Fill in the 
chart below. Then answer the questions. 

Mizzle  
the Mouse

Electra  
the Elephant

1. Whose full name do you know?

2. Whose house could you find?

3. Whose birth date do you know?

4. Whose user name and password 
do you know?

5. Who let out a secret on  
the Internet?

6. Which animal can you describe 
better from his or her photo?

Question
1. Who can the detectives find out more about, and why? 

2. Which animal has a bigger digital footprint? 
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3. Mizzle says some funny things about himself on the 
Internet. What are they? 

4. Is there anything that Electra posted on the Internet that 
could become a problem for her? If so, what and why? 

http://www.commonsense.org
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Screen Out the Mean

STOP CYBERBULLYING

SCREEN OUT THE MEAN / STUDENT HANDOUT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

Directions
Jada’s parents let her play on a website  
where she can take care of a pet pony and 
decorate its stall. Her friend Michael has 
played with her in the past and knows her  
user name and password.

One day Jada goes to the site to care for her 
pony. She finds that her pony’s stall is a  
mess and that there are some things missing.

What do you think happened? 

How do you think Jada feels?

What should you do if someone starts cyberbullying you?

STOP  using the computer until it is safe.

TELL  an adult you trust.

Go ONLI NE  only when a trusted adult says it’s OK .

PL A Y  online only with kids who are nice.

http://www.commonsense.org
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Using Keywords

CHOOSE YOUR KEYWORD

USING KEYWORDS / STUDENT HANDOUT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

Directions
Do guinea pigs make good pets? You can search websites to find out. 

To search, you need keywords. Here is how to choose keywords.  

1. What do you want to find out? Write a question.

2. Circle the important words in your question.  
Write them below. These are your keywords.

Use Common Sense!
Try more than one keyword to get better search results.

http://www.commonsense.org
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Sites I Like

RATE MY SITE

SITES I LIKE / STUDENT HANDOUT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

Directions
Color the happy face for YES. Color the sad face for NO.

Do you like the subject?

_______________________________________

Do you like the pictures?  

_______________________________________

Are there fun things to do? 

_______________________________________

Do the links work?  

_______________________________________

Do you like the site? 

_______________________________________

Will you visit again? 

_______________________________________

TOTAL 

http://www.commonsense.org


Lesson Assessments



7

Staying Safe Online

ASSESSMENT

STAYING SAFE ONLINE / ASSESSMENT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

1. Which of these are safe both online and offline?

a) Talking only to people you know

b) Staying out of trouble

c) Following your family’s rules 

d) All of the above

 
2. Which is the “right site” for kids your age?

a) An online newspaper with hard words

b) A site with games that your parents say are okay

    c) A site where you can talk to people you have never met 

3. You should use caution if you are not sure that a site is right for kids   
    your age, or if a site asks for your private information.  
    Caution means:

a) Being careful

b) Being silly

c) Being angry

d) Being happy

http://www.commonsense.org
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Follow the Digital Trail

ASSESSMENT

FOLLOW THE DIGITAL TRAIL / ASSESSMENT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
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1. What is a digital footprint?

a) A track that animals leave behind

b) Shoes that you buy on the Internet

c) The information about you on the Internet

2. What kind of information is safe to share online?

a) Your birth date

b) Your first name or computer username

c) Your address

3. Which animal below has the digital footprint that 
leaves him or her most unsafe?  
HINT: Think about which animal shares the most private information online.

a) Fran the Fish

b) Betty the Bird

c) Tony the Tiger
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Screen Out the Mean

ASSESSMENT

SCREEN OUT THE MEAN / ASSESSMENT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

1. Draw lines to show which things a cyberbully would do most and which   
    things an in-person bully would do most.

Threatens to  
pull your hair

Takes your stuff 
 in an online game Sends mean emails Hits you

2. A cyberbully might:

a) Write an email to make someone feel scared 

b) Say mean things at recess  

c) Share a knock-knock joke online

 
3. What should you do if you are cyberbullied?

a) Stop using the computer until it is safe

b) Tell an adult you trust

c) Both a and b

http://www.commonsense.org
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Using Keywords

ASSESSMENT

USING KEYWORDS / ASSESSMENT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

1. What does it mean to search? Mark an “X” through the picture that does  
    not show searching. 

2. What do birds eat? Find two keywords that might help you search 
online. 

a) bird, eat

b) eat, cat

c) cat, bird

3. What do you want to know? Write a question 
below. Then write a        keyword you might use to search 
online. 

  
Question:

 

 Keyword:

	  

a) b) c)
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Sites I Like

ASSESSMENT

SITES I LIKE / ASSESSMENT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

1. Circle the site that is right for kids your age.

 
2. A/An  ___________ is something you can click on to go to another 
part of a site.

a) Internet

b) link

c) email

 

3. What is the subject of this site? 

a) Cats

b) Mice

c) Math

a) b) c)

http://www.commonsense.org
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